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The Roosevelt Neighborhood

The Anglo history M'Hm\h( traditionally begins in 1867 wh:n]uhn W\lhm {Jldc)
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the Swilling Irrigating Canal Company o construct a series of irrigation ditches by re-
, , i hell.5 T

McDowell.

In 1871, Captain William
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letion of the Arizona in 1884 contributed to
the accelerared expansion of the new city by mm processed building maserials casily
svalble and affordubl. Fiished lumber, plate hass, sove, prenbunummpau-nu

Munlwcr. .fm the cstablishment of a kocal brick Xiln in 1678, builders begin erecting
brick commercial buildings and residences.

‘The devastating floods of 1890 and 1891 altered the established growth pattern of
Phocni, an uneven but radial pattcrn of growth. In February 1891, the Salt River over-
floweed its banks, cosering the lower valley bomomlinds and forcing the evacuation of
familics to higher ground. far north as Jack
First Avenue and threatened residences in the Collins, Murphy, lndLlnv!LkaddlnmAsl
result of this flood. the elite left the southern arca of the city and s outlying arcas and
moved to higher ground north of the ciry along Central Avenue, westward along Washing-
ton Street, and adjacent to the Grand Avenue diagonal. This northward mosement was

a major impetus o prienst of the residential odd Roose-
welt Neighbarhood.
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major elementary schools, also spurred development.

foed Bk
C‘IuLua Place and the Kenilworth Addition were “developers’ subdivisions, the former.

developed by Home Builders and the lawer by Southweseern Building & Invcstment
Company (and, later, Home Builders). Th
which could be bought with the land on an installment plan. Prior to this practice,
prospective homeowners had to pay !unhehndln Mlleeruhmlcmuld be constructed.
The “low down, low

ern Building & Investment Company made m e e
far the first time. The Chelsea Place and Kenilworth additions in the Roosevelt Neighbor-
hood were among the first in the City of Phoenix to be developed according to such a plan.

By the end of World War 1, raltors were cxpresing e for more howsiog or e
dg 0‘

residents and winter visitors. To nd lnumht

buildings d in th

along with the rise ofllv: -ummuhk asa furm ufrwpml PEI'W“II mmpumhm- mld: \A
possible for th TheHotel

was one of the first resort hotels constructed to meet the growing demand for luxurious
rourist accommodations. Tourlsm continues 1o be one of the ciry's largest sources of
income.

To serve the winter visitors and tourists in the Roosevelt Neighborhood, enterprising
developers builr the Gold Spot Marketing Center, ane of the first shopping centers in
Phaenix built to serve & spexific residential area. This marketing center was an carly
development n a trnd that has continued theoughout che ciy’s hstory and s had a
marked <ffect on the the city. The hasized the
o shopping. than  cenralioed -

cial shoppang district.

Archirecuraly,the Roosevel Neighbothood has some of the finest examplesof exely
y residential
m.k.mm-mlnws. which dicinate e larelsa o, fily etllad Crnsraam Bl
ows and Period Revival houses (including Mission Revival, Spanish Colonial Revival,
Ialian Villa Revival, French Provincial Revival, and English Cortage Revival). Many of
these are the mast notable examples of their styles in Phoenix. Furthermare, the neighbor-
bood includes Iempormant assemblages of vernacular Neochssial Revival cotages and
Prairie School buikdi xth School, and the Hatel Westward
Hoare al i 4 styles in the City of Phoenix

In addmon 1o its me.-anhmuix.

frhe ity
and early twenticth (mrurm A governor, mayors, city commissioners, supreme court
ustices, docrors, lawyers, their home. These
pioncers helped shape et during its infancy. Today, however, most of these early
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leaders have been forgotten. It is hoped that this tour guide will belp develop o new
clry'sh da respect
in that past.
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BOOSTERS, STREETCARS, and BUNGALOWS

"I the land of the Bungalows,
Ay from the e and o,

Ay where the pppics grov
Ay 0 the seting sum,

Ta the home of the orange blossom,
To the land of frde and honey,
Where it does o take mich money
Ta own a liale Bungalow

I the land of the Bungalow:

These neighbarhood residents were described
me of the best Boosters Phoenix

Over. s, 4 of screetcar madels
e e e Pl e e
caz was brought to Phosai from San Diego
sbout 1920

Song by George F. Devereaus, i the Land
ofthe Pungalow:” Los Angels. 1929, quoted

in Robert Winter, The Cabifornia. Buengolow

{Los Angeles. Hennessey & Ingall,Inc., 1960).



